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Dear Brother:
Just a few random notes before you go on your 1952 vacation. In another place I have written lately
about vacations for preachers. What I wrote then was directed to our laity. These few lines are for
us alone. I have often wondered about the good brother who says or writes somewhat proudly: "I
haven't had a vacation for twenty-three years." My wonder ia rooted in the question: "Is this really
something to be proud of? Or has it perhaps been bad for the brother, for his congregation, and for
his pastoral conference? Has he had a chance to read, to reflect, to meditate, to look to the hills from
whence cometh his help?" Perhaps! My grandfather walking and driving the roads of Perry (bounty
for 40 years saw the stars in their courses, the coming and going of the seasons, and the hand of God
upon the turning earth. 1remember that he carried his sermon texts on his mind, and they boimced a-
round there almost as much as his body swayed in the old ministerial buggy. But we? You cannot
meditate (or can you?) in a Pontiac on the streets of Cleveland, Detroit, or Chicago without ruiming the
immediate risk of a fatal accident. For the kind of meditation we need these hours and days we must
have vacations. Even oin Lord said to his weary disciples: "Come ye apart and rest a while." Therefore
I hope you will have a vacation and that it will be all that you need and desire . . .
» » •
A brief report on the state of the University ... As this is written our 78th annual Commencement
lies in the immediate past. Taking January and June together we graduated more than four hundred
seniors this year. If one adds to this figme those who remained on the campus only for a year or two,
one can see readily that oiur University is sending a considerable number of young men and women
back into our local churches. For this reason alone, 1 believe, it deserves the careful and sympathetic
interest and support of all who are concerned about the futme of the Lutheran Church in America. These
young men and women, trained more thoroughly in spiritual values and Lutheran doctrine than any
other similar group representing the laity, can be a tremendous force for good in our Chmrch.
¥ « «
Still at the University. 1 imagine that you know that the remarkable success of the Conquest for
Christ offering has had some deplorable side effects on some of the enterprises which depend upon the
generosity of our congregations for their support. This, you will understand, is not a complaint in any
sense of the word. 1 must merely state the fact that quite a few congregations and individuals found it
impossible to support the work of our Lutheran University this year because of their commitments to the
Conquest for Christ. I must say, too, that I can sympathize with the point of view which created the situ
ation, but 1 should also report to you that it has made the closing days of our current fiscal year embar
rassingly uncomfortable. We shall end our fiscal year with an uncomfortable deficit. If you can still
get a small offering for us, we shall be most grateful.
« « «
Now on the brighter side .. . Our enrollment prospects for the year 1952 - 53 are much better than
they were last year. We are approximately thirty per cent ahead of our schedule for the enrollment
office. If this continues, we shall have approximately seven hundred new students on the campus dur
ing the fall semester. I think you will recognize that this fact is important because it extends the ad
vantages of a Christian higher education to a larger number of people and satisfies the requirements
of good stewardship. Ever since the University has been set up, structurally and administratively, for
approximately two thousand students, any figure less than that is not good stewardship. We hope, there
fore, that we shall have a constantly growing enrollment during the next five years. Here, too, you can
be of very real help by sending us the names of your high school graduates. Many of our best students
have come here on the personal recommendation of their pastors.
By the way, while I am talking about education, I find a clipping which deserves the thoughtful
attention of all who are interested in the future of the pure Gospel in America. The clipping reads as
follows: "A survey by the New York Times shows that Roman Catholic education in the United States
reached an all-time high in 1952: about four million students (a thirty-five per cent increase in ten
years) were enrolled in more than 11,500 schools and colleges and some $130,000,000 was being spent to



